Sample Itineraries

The following itineraries give an idea of what to expect in a given week. Exact locations will vary according to season and weather. Remember – some of the best wildlife encounters can be had in inclement weather!

Week One

Saturday.

Arrival.  Short walk after dinner in Glen Loy to look at the native woodland and to admire the river  / Pine marten vigil (which can be held each evening!)

Sunday.

(am) Glen Loy Oakwoods – a walk through both coniferous and native woodland to look for plants, insects and birds – an ideal introduction to the area.

(pm) Caledonian Canal – a look at the flora and insect life on the canal also looking for scrubland birds.  Keep an eye on the hills all day for ravens, deer and even a possible eagle. 

Monday

Boat Trip from  Arisaig to the Small Isles – look for seals, cetaceans, basking sharks and a huge variety of seabirds, plus possible eagles.

Camusdarroch Beach – beach comb and rock-pool in the most superb location. Look for divers and other sea birds, plus seals. 

Tuesday

Dawn Chorus walk – a walk up the glen to hear 

Appin Peninsula – Shian Wood, Glasdrum NNR and Loch Creran, Look for butterflies including,  in  season,  rare chequered skippers, marsh fritillaries and small pearl-bordered fritillary.  Admire the woodland plants including some local specialities. Scan some of the scenic coastline for otters and learn about the unique marine communities in this area.

Wednesday

Loch Leven, Kinlochleven and Gray Mare’s Tail, Glen Coe Lochan – scan the shoreline for waterfowl and otters, venture into moorland habitat passing through native woodland and upland grassland. Keep a sharp eye out for eagles and other raptors.

Creatures of the Night – we will venture out with into the dusk looking for bats, owls, woodcock and perhaps other nocturnal creatures, returning to look at the contents of a moth trap.

Thursday

Morvern Peninsula – Ardtornish,  Rahoy Hills, Camussary Bay. We visit the wild and remote area of Morvern, crossing over on the Corran Ferry.  Look for seals, porpoises, otters and seabirds. Visit a base-rich area noted for alpine plants and native woodland. 

Dine out

Friday

Ferry to Camusnagaul on the opposite bank of Loch Linnhe from Fort William,  we take in a delightful walk through Crofters Wood looking for woodland birds, plants, red squirrels and even otters on the shore, In the afternoon we visit Glen Nevis and walk along the lush, fern-covered gorge to admire the Steall Falls.

Upper Glen Loy – a ride to the head of the glen to walk in native pinewoods and some remote countryside.

Anything we might have missed? – a chance to catch up with any special requests.

Saturday

Depart after breakfast
Week Two

Saturday.

Arrival.  Short walk after dinner in Glen Loy  / Pine marten vigil

Sunday.

Boat Trip along Loch Linnhe – Sea Eagles and porpoises 

Monday

Glen Loy Oakwoods

Caledonian Canal

Tuesday

Dawn Chorus walk

Loch Arkaig, Allt Mhuic, Chia-Aig walk and Falls

Wednesday

Glen Loy – Caledonian Pinewood

Upper Glen Loy

Creatures of the Night

Thursday

Sunart - Camussary Bay, Ariundle Oakwoods NNR, Garbh Eilean hide

Dine out

Friday

White Sands of Morar, Mallaig, Loch Morar (?), Upper Loch Eil

Saturday

Depart after breakfast
Week Three

Saturday.

Arrival.  Short walk after dinner in Glen Loy  / Pine marten vigil

Sunday.

Glen Loy  Caledonian Pinewood

Caledonian Canal

Monday

Glen Duror, Appin Peninsula

Tuesday

Dawn Chorus walk – Glen Loy Oakwoods

Glen Garry and Loch Garry

Glen Roy

Wednesday

Boat Trip Loch Shiel

Castle Tioram / Kentra Bay

Creatures of the Night

Thursday

Ardnamurchan  Peninsula – Glenborrodale, Sunart Hide, Ardnamurchan Point, Natural History Centre

Dine out

Friday

Loch Lochy Walk

Chia-Aig Falls walk and Loch Arkaig, Allt Mhuic

Anything missed?

Saturday

Depart after breakfast
Short Stay

Friday

Arrival.  Short walk after dinner in Glen Loy  / Pine marten vigil

  Saturday

   Glen Loy _ Pinewoods and Upper Glen

   Loch Arkaig, Allt Mhuic

   Creatures of the Night 

Sunday

Boat Trip from  Arisaig to the Small Isles

Camusdarroch Beach

Monday

Sunart - Camussary Bay, Ariundle Oakwoods NNR, Garbh Eilean hide, return via Glenuig

Tuesday

Depart after Breakfast

