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   Welcome  
 

2011 was not the greatest year in terms of weather here in Lochaber, but that 
didnôt spoil the enjoyment of guests, and we made the most of every trip, re-
sulting in some great wildlife sightings. We hope you enjoy the seasonôs 
round -up and are enthused about the chance to see some spectacular wild-
life and landscapes. We would love to see you in 2012. Please feel free to 
ring and have a chat about your requirements on 01397 712700 or 
07817443370. All the best                                                                                                        

Jon & Angela  
 

 

Newsletter Spring 2012 

Highlights 2011  
 

A random selection of some of the great   
experiences we shared with guests é.. 

 
* Otter coming right up onto rocks below 

where we were standing ï in the teeth 
of a gale ï and having to drive home via 
Spean Bridge to avoid fallen tree the 
same day. 

 
* Great showing of early butterflies, in-

cluding Chequered Skipper and Pearlï
bordered Fritillary in Glen Loy. 

 
* Tour of Skye , ending with dusk over 

Eilean Donan. 
 
* Pod of Common Dolphin in brilliant sun-

shine off the coast of Eigg, with a Minke 
whale close by on next leg to Muck. 
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Highlights continuedéé... 
 

* Day trip to Knapdale. Didnôt see the beavers, 
but enjoyed seeing dam and plenty of         
evidence on a fine evening. Hen harrier at 
Moine Mor along with loads of Black Darters. 

 
* Finding reptiles under my tins ï Slow-worms 

and Common Lizards seen on most days. 
 
* Pair of White-tailed Eagles on shore by Loch 

Linnhe ï the day also produced Otters, Seals, 
Goats, Golden Eagle and Deer! A good trip!  

 
* Another group were lucky enough to see an 

adult bringing food to a chick on the local Sea  
Eagle nest (at great distance) ï sadly the nest 
failed subsequently after the May storms. 

 
* Merlin hunting passerines on the salt marsh at 

the Jubilee Bridge, Port Appin. 
 
* An Arctic Skua casually flying along Loch 

Garry ï a long way from the sea!. We also 
saw a Gannet nearby that day ï birds that 
were probably avoiding the high winds of the 
previous day. 

 
* Golden Eagles ï pair soaring from one side of 

Glen Loy to the other and back, watched for 
ages, and not far from home! 

Glenloy wildlife 

 

§ ñThank you very much for everything., it was just like last time, a perfect stay.ò                                                              
Martin & Helen, Switzerland. 

 

§ ñExcellent service and rooms, brilliant wildlife knowledge. Thanks.ò             
Hannah & Paul, Edinburgh. 

 

§ ñBrilliant wildlife trip.ò                                                  Ella, Netherlands. 

 Great Skua 

Courtesy Paul Inskipp 

Wild Goats      

courtesy Paul Tickner 

Slow worm under the tin. 
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       A Butterfly Spring  
 

Spring of 2011 was a great time for butterflies, 
even though we didnôt enjoy the extended dry peri-
ods of May and June that were a feature elsewhere 
in Britain. Large number of the rare Pearl-
bordered Fritillary were flying locally,      
including good numbers in Glenloy, and 
these were joined in May by Chequered 
Skippers that were seen throughout the 
glen, particularly along the road. The 
PBFs flew well into July, overlapping with 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, which 
made identification a bit of a challenge. A 
combination of Skippers, Fritillaries 
(including the larger Dark Green Fritillary) and Green 
Hairstreaks, as well as some exciting day-flying 
moths such as  Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth, 
Clouded Buff, Argent and Sable and Emperor, made 
each trip up Glen Loy a real adventure for the lepi-
dopterist. We also hopefully made quite a 
few converts to the cause amongst more 
generalist visitors. Later in the season 
there was the usual plethora of Scotch  
Argus throughout the area, despite the 
generally damp and miserable weather of 
July and August.  

We made a point of hunting for less   
common species slightly further afield, 
and were successful in tracking down 
both Dingy Skipper (aptly named) and Mountain 
Ringlet. Both can be found within a reasonable jour-
ney from Glenloy, well within our target area.  If any-
one has a particular interest in butterflies and would 
like to see these elusive species why not call us to       
discuss the possibilities of a specialised trip? 

Glenloy wildlife 

Dingy Skipper 

Clouded Buff    

courtesy Paul Inskipp 

Wild Goats      

courtesy Paul Tickner 
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                Red Deer Rut  
 

From the end of September right through October, one of the most 
dramatic events of the British wildlife calendar takes place ï the red 

deer rut. The glens resound with the bellowing of stags, crying out their challenge to 
other rivals. Hinds are shepherded into harems in order to preserve conjugal rights, 
and the very lucky might see the clash of antlers as stags fight for control of a group 
of females. This is not the tame affair of parkland England, but a full sensual experi-
ence, taking place in wild, scenically glorious 
countryside, with animals still nervous from 
the stalking season. Our two holiday weeks 
in October are timed to take advantage of 
this spectacle, and we will make a point of 
showing guests the rut, even though we may 
need the aid of a telescope to get the best 
from it. At this time of year there are also 
plenty of eagles about, with youngsters   
joining their parents in their quest for food ï 
and also taking advantage of the rut!  Join 
us then for an adventure in search of wildlife 
in the raw. 

                              A tale of Squirrel Nutkin  
 

Red squirrels are one of the iconic mammals of the Scottish Highlands, and 
unsurprisingly many visitors have them high on their list of viewing priorities. We 
are fortunate in that the only squirrels we have in the district are red, the gray 
not having made it this far yet. In our wetter, west coast climate, however, squir-
rels are rather thin on the ground and can be difficult to find. It seems, however, 
that they have had a good year locally. We were delighted to see two squirrels 
chasing each other through the garden of the Lodge in spring, and have had 

another sighting (plus evidence of feeding) 
further up Glen Loy. Even better news is that 
there is now a local viewing facility, kindly 
supplied by Forestry Commission Scotland, at 
Glen Righ. Feeding stations replenished, 
rather generously, with cob nuts have been 
placed in a group of trees adjacent to the car-
park, hidden behind a viewing screen. Good 
views of squirrels perched on the feeders 
(when they are not actually sheltering in 
them)  are usually to be had. An alternative 
site is also being planned for Glen Garry for-
est. Squirrels then, are firmly on the itinerary 
for wildlife guests! 

Glenloy wildlife 
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       Glenloy Pine Marten News  
 

Our resident female only produced one kit that survived this year (we 
suspect there may have been two, but a fine healthy male is the only youngster we 
now see). Both mother and son could be seen most 
evenings in front of the Lodge, eagerly lapping up 
peanut butter. By the end of August, the kit was     
already bigger than his mother and would rudely 
shove her out of the way in his attempts to get to the 
food first. Not surprisingly, she wasnôt having much 
of this and would unceremoniously grab him by the 
scruff of the neck and wash his ears out, just to     
remind him of his place. Feeding times became    
increasingly acrimonious, with mum becoming less 
tolerant of the presence of her offspring ï she would 
sit and hiss at him, and emit a low growl whilst  
feeding. As time has gone on, their feeding times have become more and more    
staggered, with mum getting the upper hand. Now, in January, we seldom see the two 
together, and if we do there is always the possibility of fisticuffs, but mum has          
apparently secured her territory (and the food). She waits now for me to feed her,    
either on the flat roof above the sun lounge, or warming her backside on the bonnet of 
our car! 

Glenloy wildlife 

                 Wild Lochaber Festival  
 

It has long been thought that the beautiful 
area in which we live has been sadly neglected 
as a wildlife tourism destination, whilst others 
such as Mull and Speyside have become     
magnets for this type of opportunity. In reality 
Lochaber has just as much or more wildlife on its 
doorstop, with a wide range of habitats and   
species ñfrom mountain top to the seaò.  After all you canôt see a pine marten on 
Mull or a basking shark in Speyside. Glenloy Wildlife has been working together 
with other like-minded individuals under the auspices of Outdoor Capital of the 
UK to redress this balance. In order to raise awareness of the wildlife and   
landscape of Lochaber in both visitors and residents we are planning an         
inaugural Wild Lochaber Festival. To this end the first application for grant fund-
ing has  already been submitted. The festival is tentatively scheduled for the 
first week of June in 2012, and will comprise an exhibition together with a series 
of organised events such as walks, tours and talks. In the meantime we are 
keeping our fingers crossed about funding. Please watch the Glenloy Wildlife 
sites for further news of this exciting event. 

Pine Marten  

Courtesy of Paul Tickner 
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Group outings  
 

In the last year we organised our first bespoke group trip for an extended family of 
Israelis. Although there was a natural bent to the week we also made sure we   
included a fair share of history and culture into the outings, including a day on the 
Isle of Skye. We welcome enquiries from small groups and families who would 
like to enjoy the West Highlands, without necessarily limiting activities to wildlife 
watching. Providing we have enough notice a flexible itinerary can be devised to 
suit all. Of course, if you are a small group (of four or more) that would like a     
private wildlife holiday, that can also be accommodated. We also offer day wildlife 
trips to guests at the Lodge (bookable in advance and if space is available). 

Glenloy wildlife 

 
             What goes bump in the night?  

 

Buoyed with enthusiasm by the images of tigers and other exotica captured by Gordon      
Buchanan we have taken the plunge and invested in a camera trap. This robust bit of kit 
takes both still and video images, when activated by trip sensors, during the day as well as at 
night. We have long wondered just what there is moving about the Lodge grounds, and now 
we intend to find out. We also plan to mount the trap further afield in some strategic locations  
both with a view to spotting elusive creatures and also to help with planning of future trips ï 
not least because there is tantalising evidence of a wildcat in the glen!  To date we have only 
captured images of our resident pine martens, but as soon as we find something interesting 
we will share it with you via the website. 
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Keeping connected  
 
For those that have not yet found us, the best place to look for more infor-
mation about Glenloy Wildlife is our website www.glenloy-wildlife.org.uk. 
From there there are links to our Facebook page, Youtube  channel,     
Angelaôs Flickr site (for more photos), and Jonôs Blog. These are all    
updated regularly and give information on news, sightings, current events 
and offers. Please do visit us and feel free to leave comments.  
 

 
 

  Winter Offer  
 
In order to reward early bookers Glenloy Wildlife is offering to hold 2011 
prices for anyone reserving a 2012 wildlife holiday by 31

st
 January .  

To qualify for this 5% discount please supply a booking form and deposit 
by the closing date. We can accept electronic or card payments and 
emailed forms if you are still swithering! 

Glenloy wildlife 

 
Copies of the first blog book ï  
ñJonôs Blog    -                                                       
A wildlife year in Lochaberò  
have been selling well and are still 
available for £15 plus p&p. 

http://www.glenloy-wildlife.org.uk/
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                        What you said é. 
 

§ ñThank you so much for the wonderful week we spent at Glen Loy. Angelaôs food was fabulous 
and the time Jon gave us and his amazing knowledge really made it a perfect week.ò                                     
Gerry and Keith, Witham. 

 

§ ñWe are often reminding one another (of ) the splendid time in Scotland, and how lucky we were 
to meet you and enjoy time with you.ò                                Hezkia family, Israel 

 

§ ñExcellent once again. Great views of the Otter! ñ                    Christine, Spennymoor 
 

§ ñJust Magic. Couldnôt have had a better holiday all round. ñ            Claire, Altrincham 
 

§ ñBrilliant time Loads of treasure.ò                                 Sarah & Steve, High Wycombe 
 
 

§ ñOh Martes martes, Pine marten, Sweetmart ~ a most memorable experience! ñ                      
Jonathan, Suffolk 

 

§ ñThanks so much for a great week  é. Wildlife, company, food, service ï all most enjoyable. ñ                                                                                       
Peter & Christine, Derby 

 

§ ñFantastic wildlife holiday ñ                                          ïStanley & Barbara, Hunsigore 
 

§ ñFantastic holiday ï eagles, otters, etc ñ         Alan & Steve, Hebden Bridge & London 

Glenloy wildlife 

Thanks to Paul Inskipp and Paul Tickner for Photos. 
All unattributed images copyright Glenloy Wildlife. 
Photo of Castle Stalker on p1 courtesy of Paul Inskipp Glenloy Wildlife  January 2012 


